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DEATH THREATS
AND OTHER INTIMIDATIONS

Anti-CAFTA Groups Targeted

5/14/05 - A rash of bresk-insat the officesand homes of
activistsopposing afreetrade pact with the United States
prompted Guatemala stop humanrightsofficial to criti-
cizethegovernment on May 14 for failing to protect the
activigs.

Eight groups opposed to the Central American
FreeTradeAgreement (CAFTA) wereburglarized within
forty-eight hours of each other thisweek. The attacks
weresimilar tothose against government criticsroutingly
carried out by paramilitary groups during the internal
armed conflict, and they raised concerns about renewed
paramilitary activity.

Many of the break-instook place as President
Oscar Berger toured Washington to drum up support for
the pact, which seeksto lower trade barriersbetween the
US, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatemal a,
Honduras, and the Dominican Republic. Theaccordis
opposed by many USand Centra American labor groups
who say it failsto protect workers' rights.

Daniel Pascual, leader of the National Coordi-
nating Committee of Campesino Organizations(CNOC),
blamed the government and agri-businessleadersfor be-
ing theintellectual authors of abreak-in at the CNOC
officesbetween thenight of May 7 and dawn thefollow-
ing day.

Pascua stated that lockson thedoorswereforced
openwith specia equipment and many itemswerestolen,
including monitors, atelevision, and fifteen computers,
which contained information and dataon: strategic plans,
operating plans, listsof leadersand constituencies, finan-
cia figures, historiesof past activities, and proposasfor
rurd development, reformstolabor laws, and agricultural
development. Hard-copiesof thearchiveswerealso sto-
len.

Thecampesinoleader dismissed theideathat the
break-inwasacommon crimesince many other valuable

itemswereleft in place; printers, ascanner, photocopi-
ers, fax machines, and tel ephoneswere not stolen.

The campesino rights organization expressed its
concernfor the safety and security of theleadersof the
organizationswithin CNOC sincedll their persond infor-
mation, pluseach organization’s strategic and operative
plans, were stolen. Plansto pursue cases of landowner
threatsagainst campesinoswerea so taken, said Pascudl.
Thebreak-in and information theft happened asthe Gua
temalan Congressisdebating the Land Registry Law,
which affectstheinterestsof largelandownersand busi-
nesspeople. CNOC isone of the organizationspushing
for the law, which should have been passed years ago
according to the peace accords.

The CNOC office has a so hosted meetings of
the Indigenous, Campesino, Popular and Union Move-
ment, which has been leading recent protests against
CAFTA. The Committee Unity Campesinos, amember
of CNOC, expressed itsconcern for the stoleninforma-
tionwhich could result inrepressive actsagainst indig-
enous, campesi no, union, and popular movement groups.

Theseraidscomeon the heelsof anincendiary
comment made by US Secretary of Commerce Carlos
Gutiérrez, who claimed that those who opposed CAFTA
are“the same people who opposed democracy and lib-
erty twenty-fiveyearsago,” and are essentially commu-
nists, aremark that waslater described by President Berger
as“light” and“out of place.”

Additiond concern comesfrom acomment made
by US Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld, to the
presidentsof five Central American nationsand the Do-
minican Republic at abreakfast meeting at the Pentagon
on May 11. According to President Berger, who was
present at the meeting, Rumsfeld suggested that not pass-
ing CAFTA would lead to strained relations between
Central American countriesand the US and woul d thereby
hinder any aid the USwould providefor counter-narcot-
icsoperations. (See URGENT ACTION insert, “ Gua-
temalan Human Rights Activists and Opponents of
CAFTA Suffer Raidsand Attacks.”)
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Campesino Leader Faces Persecution
4/27/05 - According to the National Coordinating Com-
mittee of Campesino Organizations(CNOC), campesino
leader CarlosMorales has been thevictim of extrajudi-
cid persecution.

Gilberto Atz, member of CNOC, said that Mo-
rales, leader of the Verapaz Union of Campesino Organi-
zations(UVOC), hasbeen thevictim of intimidationsand
persecution by unknown peoplefor thelast severa days.
Theaggressorshave goneto such extremesboarding bus-
ses and questioning passengersif they have seen Mo-
rales. Atz indicated that unidentified persons, who have
followed Moraesin carswith tinted windowsor onfoot,
have pursued him on many occasions.

To address the situation, the Human Rights
Ombudsman’s Office offered the campesino leader pro-
tection. Consequently, Moralesbeenrelocated to asafe
locationin GuatemaaCity.

According to the CNOC |eader, wealthy land-
ownerswho arereclaiming landsoccupied by campesinos
could be behind the persecution

WOMEN'S RIGHTS

CEJIL Criticizes Guatemala for Femicides
5/1/05 - The Center for Justice and International Law
(CEJIL) criticized the State of GuatemalabeforetheIn-
ter-American Human Rights Commission (IAHRC) for
the hundreds of femicidesthat have been committedin
the Central American nation. Sorayal ong, director of
CEJIL, indicated that the case would be formally pre-
sented inthe coming monthswith the hopesof pressuring
the government to put an end to the violence against
women.

Canada Approves of Legislation to
Strengthen Role of Women
5/4/05- Guatemalan Interior Minister CarlosVielmann,
Canadian ambassador to Guatemala James M atthew
Lambert, and director of the Institute of Studiesfor Sus-
tainable Devel opment (IEPADES) Carmen RosaDeleon
signed an agreement of cooperationto strengthen theim-
portance of women'srightswithin Guatemala’ sNational
Civil Police(PNC). They also agreed toinstall various
officesto provide servicesto victimsof crimina acts.
Ambassador Lambert stressed that the signing of
thisagreement isanimportant stepin the devel opment of

gender policies, but new training programsand equip-
ment will be needed.

The Canadian Embassy is providing authorities
of the Interior Ministry Q400,000 (approximately
$50,000) within asix-month period toinitiate these poli-
cies. Lambert assured that not only will the Canadian
government work to reinforce security in Guatemal a, but
other nationswill aswell.

Rosade Ledn stated that IEPADES will bein
chargeof training theagentswho are participatinginthe
program to strengthen women’srightsand giveattention
tovictims.

To strengthen women’srightsby increasing the
participation and role of women in Guatemala ssecurity
forces, IEPADESwill trainatota of twelve PNC agents,
whowill, inturn, bein charge of training other groups
withinthe PNC.

PNC: 208 Women Murdered Thus Far in 2005
5/5/05 - From January 1 through May 1 of 2005, there
were 208 registered murders of women. Themgority of
murdersoccurred in thedepartments of Escuintla, Petén,
|zabal, and Guatemala. According to statisticsfromthe
Nationa Civil Police's(PNC) Unit againgt the Murder of
Women, 39 percent (or el ghty-two women) were mur-
dered inthe department of Guatemala. The policereport
indicated that there were twenty-three, thirteen, and nine
women murdered in Escuintla, Petén, and | zabal respec-
tively.

“ At themoment, theviolenceismostly attributed
to crimesof passion and revenge; it hasnot been proven
that the crimesare gang-related,” said sub-chief of the
PNC, Marco Sandoval.

Hilda Morales, of the Stop Violence against
Women Network, noted that although more men have
been murdered than women, the nature of the crimes
against womenismore brutal, congsting of rape, torture,
and other actsof crudty inflicted prior tothevictims' deeth.
Moreover, Moralesindicated that she hopesthe PNC
will strengthen security, asthereisno department inwhich
these murders have not been reported.

Government Plans to Fight Domestic Violence
5/7/05 - Frank LaRue, Presidential Human RightsCom-
missioner, met with United Nationsrepresentativesin
Geneva, Switzerland and promised to strengthenthe Na-
tional Plan against Domestic Violence(PLANOVI) and
the National Commission to Prevent Domestic Violence
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(CONAPREVI).

Yakin Ertirk, Special Rapporteur for Women's
Rightsat the UN, expressed her concernfor theincrease
inviolenceagainsgt women; accordingto official informa:
tion, thereweremorethanfifty murdersof womenin Janu-
ary 2005.

Accordingto LaRue, violenceagaingt womenand
girlshasincreased, in part, dueto impunity inthe court
system. Assuch, heconsidersthe strengthening andin-
dtitutionaization of CONAPREVI and PLANOVI of vi-
tal importance.

From 1999, when the Human Rights Procurator’s
Office began to keep track of statistics of murdered
womenin order to shed light on the phenomenon, through
April 2005, there have been 1,877 registered cases of
femaemurdersin Guatemada. Incomparison, therehave
been 412 registered cases of murdered womenin Ciudad
Juérez, Mexico over thelast tenyears.

Regional Representatives Agree to Create In-
ternational Network against Femicide

5/9/05 - With the goal of exchanginginformation, pro-
moting local and regional norms, and creating the Parlia-
mentary Internationa Network against Femicide, legida
torsfrom Guatemala, Spain, and Mexico metin Mexico
City onMay 5 and 6 to engagein the Parliamentary In-
ternationa DiaogueonViolence.

Guatemalawasrepresented at the Dial ogue by
the president of the Congressional Women’s Commis-
sion, MyrnaFrynee Ponce Brocke, who gave areport
onthe 1,107 violent desths of women that occurred be-
tween January 2003 and April 2005.

Inthe meeting, international treatiesand agree-
mentswere discussed, aswell as proposed reformsto
local legidation that have been deemed necessary to en-
force sentencesfor thosefound guilty of violatingwomen's
rights

Delegatesfrom Mexico' sHouse of Representa-
tives, fromtheUN Internationd Ingtitute of Investigation
for the Promotion of Women, and from the UN Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination
Against Women participated in the conference.

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Government Presents Policy on Youth
5/4/05 - President Oscar Berger presented the National

Plan of Action on Children and Adolescentson May 4to
the National Commission on Children and Adolescents
(CNNA) to cover the years 2004-2015. César Reyes
Lucero, president of the CNNA, stated that themain goal
of theorganizationisto enforcethebasic humanrightsof
children and adolescents.

Thelaw of Comprehensive Protection establishes
that the CNNA receivesthe necessary support and re-
sources from the Secretary of Social Welfare through
various contributionsand aid from both national andin-
ternational sources.

Nearly One Million Guatemalan Children Work
5/12/05 - With 938,000 child workers, Guatemalais
the Centra American country with the most minor | abor-
ersaccording to statisticsfrom the International L abor
Organization (ILO). From within this population,
295,000 youth (55 percent) do not attend school and
488,000 (90 percent) liveinrural areas. After Guate-
mala, Honduras hasthe second highest number of child
laborersat 197,000.

Thesefigureswere presented inaforum onchild
labor and agriculture organized by the ILO. ThelLO
added that of the 2.4 million childrenworking in Central
America, Panama, and the Dominican Republic, 48 per-
centwork intheagricultural sector.

UNICEF Supports Adoption Legislation
5/13/05 - Gladis Acosta, from the United Nations
Children’sFund, said shewould support any reformsto
Guatema a sadoptionlegidation that wouldincreasevigi-
lance of the high number of adoptions. With nearly four
thousand adopti onsbeing processed currently, Guatemala
has more adoptionsthan any other Latin American na-
tiona. “Thereneedsto beadequatelegidationthatisn't
sopermissive,” stated Acosta. She added that asignifi-
cant forward step would befor Guatema ato readopt the
Hague Convention, whichisused asaninternationa stan-
dard for adoptions. Another positive step would befor
Guatemdato prioritize domestic rather than internationa
adoptions.

FREEDOM OF PRESS

Media Unites for Freedom of Expression
5/4/05 - Aspart of celebrations marking International
Press Freedom Day, Guatemalan pressstalwartssuch as
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the Guatemalan Journalists Association (APG), the Gua-
temalan Chamber of Journalists (CGP), theAssociation
of SportsWriters (ACD), the Guatemalan Chamber of
Radio Announcers (CLG), the National Press Circle
(CNP), and the A ssoci ation of Guatemalan Femal e Jour-
nalistsand Writers(AMPPEG), joined forcesfor aunited
Guatemaan press.

The press conglomerate wasformed by mutual
agreement between the various heads of pressgroups,
whoseaimisto protect thejournalistic freedom of the
Guatemalan press, in accordance with theinternational
standardscel ebrated on Internationa PressFreedom Day.
APG president lleanaAlamillalamented theviolations of
pressfreedom in Guatemalaover theyears.

Theam of thispressconglomeratewill beto de-
fend freedom of the pressand of expression, aswell as
fight the many abuses of press freedomsand rightsin
Guatemda. Thiswill promotecreetivelicenseamongjour-
nalistsand enhance communication and dial ogue across
theboard.

LABOR RIGHTS

Workers’ Day Protests in Guatemala

5/1/05 - Estimates of over fivethousand |abor rightsac-
tivistsand campesinostook to the streetson May 1, In-
ternational Workers' Day, to protest the signing of the
Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA).
“CAFTA, dongwiththe ConcessonsLaw, will only bring
moreunemployment, insecurity, and poverty,” stated José
Pinzon, Secretary Genera of the Genera Central of Gua:
temalan Workers (CGTG).

Starting on May 2, the over twenty organi zations
that form the I ndigenous, Campesino, Union, and Popu-
lar Movement (MICSP) will initiate aseriesof visitsto
UShumanrightsand labor groups, aswell asmembersof
congressto voice their opposition to CAFTA. Labor
rightsleader Nery Barrios, said thegroupswill ask con-
gressiond representativesto request that the Government
of Guatemalaoffer apopular referendum beforeratifying
CAFTA.

Numerous protests, blockades, and strikeshave
been held to protest the March 10 ratification by the Gua:
temalan Congressof CAFTA. OnMarch 14, thousands
of Guatemalans demonstrated around the country ina
national strike called by MICSPto demand that Presi-
dent Berger not sign the measure (which hedid on the

following day). Theagreement joinsCostaRica, theDo-
minican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua, and the USinatradebloc. The Guatemalan
legidature approved the agreement by avote of 126-12,
with twenty lawmakers absent.

LAND RIGHTS

Organizations Reject Changes to Proposal of
Land Registry Law

5/6/05 - Thelndigenous, Campesino, Union, and Popu-
lar Movement (MI1CSP) denounced that, in spite of the
fact that Congresshasaready approved theLand Regis-
try Law, officia sfrom the GANA codlition and the FRG
party aretrying to introduce changesto thelaw which
would benefit landowners.

Bonifacio Martin, leader of theMICSP, saidina
press conferencethat the changeswould put theinstitu-
tion under government control and would strip it of au-
tonomousdecison-making abilities. Thiswouldbeamis-
management of nationa and international resources set
asdefor theLand Registry Law.

According to the MICSP, the changeswould le-
gitimizeexcessiveland ownership that hasbeen achieved
by landownersby meansof illegal expropriations. The
MICSP made a public announcement to campesino or-
ganizationsand rurd communitiesto beready tofight the
proposed changes.

CONTIERRA Absorbed into Secretary of
Agrarian Affairs

5/12/05 - According to agovernmental accord published
onMay 12intheOfficia Daily, the government’snews-
paper, the Presidentia Officefor the Resolution of Land
Conflicts(CONTIERRA) will become part of the Presi-
dentia Secretary of AgrarianAffairs.

CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Central American Presidents Seek CAFTA
Approval

5/12/05 - Central Americanleadersarelooking to Wash-
ingtonfor hintson thefuture of their regional freetrade
agreement, an accord that has sparked both optimism for
astronger regiona economy and deadly protestsamong
those opposed to the proposed pact.
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Leadersfromfive Central American nationsand
the Dominican Republic are lobbying for passage of
CAFTA and will seek answerstowhat Congressplansto
do with the measure when they meet on May 12 with
President George Bushin Washington. Bush hasbeena
strong proponent of CAFTA. They will dsovigttenother
UScities.

Thefreetrade proposal, being consideredinthe
US Congress, has generated both optimism and fear in
the Dominican Republic and Central America. Leaders
arguetheaccord will generatejobsin aregionthat suffers
from severe poverty, whileunionsand farmers say the
agreement will weaken their ability to compete.

The Sdvadoran Congresswasthefirst to approve
the proposal, followed by Honduras and Guatemala.
CogtaRica, Nicaraguaand the Dominican Republic have
balked, saying they want to wait and seewhat the U.S.
Congressdoeswhile developing reformsaimed at help-
ing thosewho might beleft behind.

A US congressiona voteon CAFTA could come
asearly asthismonth, depending on whether Republi-
cansfind thevotesto approveit. House Democratsare
worried about labor and environmental provisonsinthe
agreement that they say will do littleto correct abuses.

In Central America, farmers, union leadersand
students have held months of street protestsagainst the
proposal, including massive protestson May 1. Thou-
sandstook to the streets acrosstheregion, arguing that
the pact would be aboon for American producerswhile
driving small farmersoff theland and continuing thetrend
towardlow-paying industrid jobs, likeclothing factories.

In March, Guatemal an President Oscar Berger
had to order troopsto restore order after trade unionists,
student groups, and farming cooperativesheld massive
protests and blocked roads, criticizing thelegidature’'s
recent approval of the agreement. At least one person
waskilled and severa morewereinjured duringaclash
between policeand protesters.

Berger has been steadfast in his support of
CAFTA, sayingit“isan opportunity for our countriesand
for the United States, too.” Heasoarguesitwill dow the
steady stream of migrantswho head to the United States
through Mexico each year.

Theagreement isamong the most subgtantial the
United States has negotiated sincethe North American
Free Trade Agreement took effect more than 11 years

ago.
CAFTA isdsothefirstinaseriesof Latin Ameri-

canfreetrade pactsthe United Statesisnegotiating after
talks on a proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas
ddled.

Workersfrom the United States, Dominican Re-
public, El Salvador, CostaRica, and Guatemaaarelead-
ing their own UStour thisweek, dubbed “CAFTA —
WeDon't Hafta,” to opposethetradedeal. Theworkers
arescheduledtorally inthe District, New York, and San
Antonio, theAFL-CIO labor federation said.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Officials Agree to More Security for Judges
5/4/05 - President Berger, in ameeting with the heads of
Congressandthe Judicid Body, promised to dlocate Q30
million (approximately $3.75 million) to protect judges
after awaveacrimesaganst justice operators. Withthe
funding, the Supreme Court of Justice (CSJ) isdated to
have its own special police force, financed by the
Presdent’sOffice. “Weneed doublethenumber of agents
to provide personal security to judgesand protect them
fromlynchings. Intotal, wewould need approximately
thirty millionquetzas” demanded Rodolfo deLedn, from
the CSJ. The Justice system has 181 police agentsas-
signed to protect judgesand provide administrative ser-
vices. “Thisisnot sufficient to take care of over one
hundred judges,” stated De L eon.

Berger isplanning follow-up meetingswith Inte-
rior Minister CarlosVielmannand head of judicial secu-
rity Angel Conte Cojuliin.

Berger, Ministers, and PNC Implicated in the
Death of Protestor
5/6/05 - Nery Barrios, director of the Union and Popu-
lar Action Unity (UASP), presented alegd action againgt
President Oscar Berger and other officialsfor their al-
leged responsibility for thedeath of Juan Lopez Ve dsquez.

L 6pez Velasquez was shot to death on March
15whileparticipating in aprotest against theratification
of the Central American Free TradeAgreement (CAFTA)
by Guatemala s Congress. Also charged with responsi-
bility for LOpez Vel asquez’ sdeath are Interior Minister
CarlosVielmann, Defense Minister Carlos Humberto
AldanaVillanueva, and director of theNational Civil Po-
lice(PNC) Erwin Sperisen.

Berger responded by declaring his support for
those singled out and reiterated that he wasin no way
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responsiblefor Lépez Vel asquez' sdeath.

Fifteen Bodies Exhumed from Military Base
5/6/05 - The Mutua Support Group (GAM) reported
thediscovery of fifteen skeletal remainsinaclandestine
cemetery insdeaformer military basein PlayaGrande,
Ixcan, Quiché. Mario Polanco, director of GAM, stated
that thefirst phase of exhumationsended May 6 withthe
exhumation of thirteen graves. According to Polanco,
theremay beasmany as 150 bodiesinthearea. Testi-
mony given by family membersof the deceased supports
evidencethat thevictimsweretaken from their homeshby
soldiersand brought to themilitary basewherethey were
tortured beforebeing killed.

Other organi zations doing forensic scienceand
clandestine grave exhumations have found remains
throughout the country. Sofar in 2005, the Guatemalan
Foundation of ForensicAnthropology (FAFG) hasfound
160 remainsinfifty-threedifferent cemeteries, mostly lo-
cated in Quiché, Chimaltenango, and AltaVerapaz. An-
thropol ogistsfrom the FAFG added that only 52 percent
of the bodies could beidentified dueto lack of informa:
tionfromvictims familiesand deterioration of remains.

CC Denies Immunity for FRG Congressmen
for Involvement in Black Thursday Riots
5/13/05 - Guatemala's Constitutional Court (CC) re-
jected provisiond protection againgt investigation for con-
gressiond representativesfor their aleged participationin
theriotsin GuatemalaCity on July 24 and 25, 2003.
Juan Santa Cruz Cu, Leopoldo Cruz Claveria,
and JulioMorales, al aigned with the Guatemalan Re-
publican Front (FRG) party, have been accused by the
Public Prosecutor’s Officefor the planning, execution,
and supervision of theriotsthat were better known as
Black Thursday and Friday of Mourning. During these
riots, thousands of FRG supporters caused terror inthe
streetsof Guatemal ademanding that former general and
FRG secretary general Efrain RiosMontt beallowed to
runfor president despiteacongtitutiona ban againgt it.

OTHER INFORMATION

Authorities Charged with Cover-up

5/10/05 - According to astudy by the Central American
Political Studies|ngtitute, Guatema an agenciesin charge
of fighting crimearedtering figureson violencein Guate-

mala. Atapressconference, the Institute accused the
Guatema an police of numbers-doctoring, saying they re-
port amere 13 percent of violent incidentsin the country.

“We havereservationsabout thetrustworthiness
or veracity of thefiguresprovided by the National Civil
Police,” said Francisco Garcia, head of political analysis
a theindtitute.

Inastudy caled* UncontrollableViolencein Gua:
temala,” theinstitute found that in 2004, thejudicial in-
vestigative branch wasinformed of 11,236 killings, the
judiciary body received 5,103 cases, but Guatemala’'s
policereported 4,507. Regarding general crime, theju-
diciary investigative branch recorded 255,208 crimes, the
judiciary body 151,392, and the police 34,229.

Garciasaid policelower crimefiguresunder in-
struction from the government so asnot to scarecitizens.
Interior Minister CarlosVielman denied theallegation.

COPREDEH Critiques Police Patrolling In
High-Danger Zones

5/5/05 - Frank LaRue, president of the Presidential Com-
mission of the Office of Human Rights (COPREDEH),
presented his conclusion on police patrolsto the Guate-
malan Cabinet. Hisreport concluded that police often
violatedetainees rights.

“I don’t think that the massive operationsare an
efficient way to combat violence, sincethey create ex-
pectationsfor security that they don’t actually provide,”
LaRueargued. Hevoicedthisopinioninaweekly Cabi-
net meeting. COPREDEH believesthat peopleare*in-
discriminately arrested at random, dueto their tattoos or
theneighborhood they live.”

According to statisticsprovided by LaRue, only
3 percent of detainees arrested by patrolsreceive due
process, and judges have been overburdened with the
number of cases.

CarlosVidmann, Interior Minister, appeared sur-
prised by LaRu€e sstatements. “I don’t know which side
the publicison; theonly thing | can say isthat neither
LaRuenor the Procurator of Human Rightshavebeenin
these neighborhoods,” said Vielmann.

Forces began patrolling two weeksago in high-
danger zones, also known asred zones, with the highest
ratesof gang violence—such asEl Mezquitd,, EI Milagro,
and El Bacaro.

“Youth, who had participated in COPREDEH
programs, werearrested just for living in these neighbor-
hoods,” complained LaRue.
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Sergio Morales, Human Rights Ombudsman,
stated, “ We cannot accept these types of abusesbecause
they make the work of the police forceillegitimate.”
Morales publicized the use of atelephone number the
public should call toreport policeabuse.

Vielmann did not consider thesearguments cred-
ible, because“no relative of aprisoner hasreported po-
licebrutdity nor hashecomplained.” Inaddition, hein-
vited LaRueto be present at one of the operations.

Bush Nominates Ambassador to Guatemala
5/6/05 - President George W. Bush announced on May
6 hischoicesfor USambassadorsto Guatemala, Belize,
and the Slovak Republic. JamesM. Derham, acareer
foreign service officer, was nominated ambassador to
Guatemaa. Heisnow deputy ass stant secretary of Sate
inthe department’ s Western Hemisphere affairs bureau.
From 1970-1972, Derham wasamember of the USmili-
tary. Helater held the post of director of the Department
of State’'sBilateral Commerce Officeand hasserved asa
diplomat in Japan, Italy, and Argentina. Theannounce-
ment wasmade by aWhite Housecommuniqueand awaits
US Senate confirmation beforeitisofficia.

RESOURCES

Thefollowing titlesare availablein Spanish from http://
www.fygeditores.com:

Alfaro Arellano, Rolando. Ruido: co,ntami nante no
legislado en Guatemala. Editorial Oscar de Ledn
Palacios, 2003. $11.30. Q.73.00.

Arévalo Bermejo, Juan José. Fabula del tiburény las
sardinas. FLACSO/SOROQOS, 2005. Octava edicion.
$7.00. Q.45.00.

AVANCSO. El reto de no ser racista...ni victima del
racismo. Bases para un trabajo pedagdgico contrala
discriminaciony e racismo. AVANCSO, 2004. $8.50.
Q.55.00.

Castellanos Cambranes, Julio. La presencia viva del
Che Guevara en Guatemala. Editora Cultural de
Centroamérica, 2004. $17.60. Q.114.00.

Del Valle Cobar, DoraRuth. Violencia politicay poder

comunitario en Rabinal, BajaVerapaz. Equipo de
Estudios Comunitariosy Accién Psicosocia (ECAP),
2004. $7.10. Q.50.00.

Paz, OlgaAlicia. Latortura. Efectosy afrontamiento.
Estudio psicosocial. Equipo de Estudios Comunitarios
y Accion Psicosocia (ECAP), 2004. $7.10. Q.50.00.

Séenz de Tgada, Ricardo. ¢Victimaso vencedores? Una
aproximacion al movimiento de los ex PAC.
FLACSO, 2004. $10.20. Q.66.00.

Taracena Arriola, Arturo; et al. Etnicidad, estado y
nacion en Guatemala, 1944-1985. Volumen 11.
Coleccion ¢Por qué estamos como estamos? Cirma,
2004. $28.20. Q.182.00.

LAST WORD

Percent of Guatemal an youth who suffer from malnutri-
tion: 49

Guatemda sranking of Centrd American nationswiththe
worst Stuation regarding malnutrition: 1

Source: UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
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The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, based in Washington D.C., has been
on the forefront of the struggle for peace and human rights in Guatemala since it was founded
in 1982. GHRC/USA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, humanitarian organization committed to
monitoring, documenting and reporting on the human rights situation in Guatemala while
advocating for victims of human rights violations.

Information in the Update that is not gathered directly is culled from various sources in-
cluding ,; the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission , Casa Allanza, Amnesty International,
Associated Press, Reuters and the Guatemalan Press, including Cerigua, La Cuerda, Incidencia
Democratica, Prensa Libre, La Hora, Guatemala Hoy, Siglo Veintiuno, and Patrullaje Informativo.
*Dates written before the text indicate when the incidents were reported.
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